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m France has teen directly acknowledged % several of the powers of

Europe, as well as by the United States of America, with all of whom,
during the present war, France lias maintained the accustomed rela-
tion of peace and amity:

And considering, also the existefice of such a competent power in
France has been, in various instances, virtually admitted even ly>
the Belligerent powers themselves, some of whom have entered into
public resolutions to make overtures for peace, is of opinion that the
government now existing in France, is competent to entertain and
conclude a negotiation for peace with Great Britain"

17ie question was put and negatived without a division*

Mr. SHERIDAN said, that he would not have
troubled the house, but OB account of the misappre-
hension which had taken place with respect to the
motion. He should not now enter into the general
question, much less into the conversation? which-had
taken place, respecting* places and pensions-; he was
very happy to hear the disinterested declaration of
the honorable and learned gentleman (Mr. East)
but when, that honorable gentleman talked of the
honor and character of the house being involved in
such discussion, he surely did not mean to insinuate,
that the honor and character of the house rested with
placemen and pensioners; and when he expressed
his apprehensions, that if the idea was so much
bandied about, the public might at last suspect that
there was something in it, he was not perhaps"
aware that the public had already modern p. their
minds on the subject. They had discovered that the
calamities and disasters which the country had ex-
perienced, were the effects of the misconduct of
ministers, and deducible from the corruption of the
government. They had discovered, what he could
prove to be true, that peace and possession of the
places, by the same men who now held them, were
incompatible. That this was the case would be ma-
nifest from one consideration ; the French will not
treat with the present ministers ; to this it might be
said, shall it be endured by a great nation, that its
enemies shall dictate to it what ministers it shall
have ? This, however, was exactly the plan that the
house was pursuing with respect to France, and it